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Mr* M. H. it. 

XMkjpartixieilt of Fire 
City' of Attaate 
46 Cera^aad Street* SB 
AdaBta* Qeorgia 

Dear Mr. ^ulUvaa; 

Thank you for your latter of 30 May calltog atteMSrm 
to the fact that garnhlere in I'oor area are ueing a special 
type of paper. 

Paper of this type haii historically heeo of interest 
to inhtUigence organiaatieas of many countries. However, 
in view of die fact that the general process for production 
is known* we ccoanot conclude thM there has been a 
**leak** in supply channels. To make this paper in small 
i^^uantities requires a mialxnuin of knowle(4(s and sqpiipmeiit. 

We appr eclats your bringing this mattsr to our notice. 

Sincerely* 



C. P. CabeU 
General, VISAS 
Acting Director 


TSD/C 


J/8/60) 


Rewritten: O/DCI/B. Elder:tep(fe/l6/60) 
Distribution: 
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May 30, 1960 


L. WAITS GUTHRIE, CHIEF 




Mr. Alan Dulles, Director 

U. S. Central Intelligence Agency 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

It has recently come to the attention of this department 
that certain gambling organizations here are using a highly 
flammable, possibly explosive, onion skin paper. Chemical 
analysis shows this "paper” to be practically pure Nitro- 
cellulose. 

Such a product being an extreme fire hazard, it naturally 
follows that our Bureau would make a thorough investigation 
to determine, (1) the source of the material; (2) storage 
places, distribution points, etc., and (3) names of parties 
responsible for its importation into our City. 

At this point in our investigation, it is believed that 
this product may have been manufactured for use by intelligence 
agents for the quick disposal of written materials in the 
event of the agent's capture. 

The specimen of this paper, which we now have in our 
possession, is cream colored heavy onion skin. Its watermar 
reads "Gilbert Lifetime Onion Skin — 100^ cotton fibre U.S.A. 
When burned on a white surface, it leaves only a trace of 
yellow ash. We have further Information that some of this 
paper has been watermarked "International Manifold". Inter- 
national Paper Company has of coiu*se denied the manufacture 
of such an item. 
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The possession of this paper by persons of questionable 
character may Indicate a ”leak" In supply channels, and we 
feel that It would bo to our mutual benefit to take the 
necessary steps to prevent such persons being supplied wltli 
these materials* We, therefore, solicit your comments and 
suggestions In this matter* You may be assured that any 
Infonnatlon which you are kind enough to supply will be kept 
In strict confidence* 

If we may be of any service whatever to you, please feel 
free to call upon us. 


Yours truly. 


J* P. SEAGRAVES, FIRE MARSHAL 



MHS;mo 
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Mr. M. H. Sullivan, Jr. 

Department of\Fire 
City of Atlanta 
46 Courtland St,\ SF. 

Atlanta, Georgia \ 

Dear Mr. Sullivan: 

I refer to your recent letter dated May 30, I960, in which yo : 
advised us that certain gambling organisations in your area were using 
a highly flammable onionx^n paper bearing ttie watermark "Gilbert 
Uietime Onion Skin » i00% cotton fibre U. S. A. " which chentiicai 
analysis showed to be practically pure nitrocellulose. 

The general proces;; f^r the production of this type of paper 
is well known to the chemical industry and in fact could be applied 
to many existing types ol paper ^o ait to produce quick-burnmf 
paper having the watermarli: of sc^fSie innocent paper manufacturer. 

The resulting paper to all intents ipd purposes is a form of gun 
cotton. This process requires a mi|iimum of knowledge and etmip- 
ment so long as large quacftiti^s of paper are not needed. 

Possession by gat^Ung organisations of the type of paf^er 
to which you refer does libt indicate a lehk in supply channels ca 
this Agency even though paraer of this general type has historically 
been of interest to iz^Uigence organieatioWs of many countries. 

I would like to thank you for bringing 'this matter to our 
attention amd will be glad to supply additional information should 
you so desire/ 

Sincerely, \ 


STAT 

STAT 

STAT 



O. P. Cabell 
General, USAF 
Acting Director 


Addressee - Orig. 

2003/06/26 : CIA-RDP80B01676R003700070067-4 



Approved For Release 2003/06/26 : CIA-RDP80B01676R003700070067-4 


Mr, M. H. Sullivan, Jr. 
Department of , Fire 
City of Atlanta \ 

46 Courtland St. V SB 
Atlanta, Georgia . 

Dear Mr. Sullivan: 


I refer to your recent letter dated May 30, i960, in vvhicft y<H 
advised us that certain gambling organisations in your area were uehig 
a highly flammable onion skin paper bearing the watermark '^Gilbert 
Lifetime Onion Skin - 100^ cotton fibre U. S. A. " which chemiccJ 
analysis showed to be prac^cally pure nitrocellulose. 


The general process far the production of this type of ps 4 >er 
is well known to the chemical fnduistry and in fact could be applied 
to many existing types of paper so ak to produce quick-burning 
paper having the watermark of so^yte innocent paper manufacttirer. 
The resulting paper to all intents ^d purposes is a form of ipim 
cotton. This process reqaixes/a minimum of knowledge and eq-aip- 
ment so long as large quantities of piper are not needed. 

Possession by ganging orgaaii^ions of the type of 
to which you r^er does not indicate a leik in supply channels at 
this Agency even though paper of this general type has historictllv 
been of interest to intelligerce oTgauiizatiol|s of many countries. 


I would li^ to thank you for bringing '^is matter to our 
attention and w|ll be glad to supplir additional information shouid 
you so desire/ \ 

Fincerely, \ 

\ 


TSD/ 


] (8 June I960) 


DistrlDUriOft: 


C. P. Cabell \ 
General, USAF \ 
Acting Director 


Addressee - Orig. 

,^trrTl - t 
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OFFICE 

CHIEF Fire Department 

46 COURTLAND ST., S. E. 

ATLANTA 3, GEORGIA 


CERTIFIED 


Nf 407362 ■ 


hftrht 


strictly ConfldentiftT 



Mr * Alan Dulles, Director 

U, S, Cmtral Intelligence Agfflicy 

Washington, D, C, 
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